The imuitive literature on segregation is reviewed and a segregation measure, S,
is constructed 10 embody existing intuitions, S measures segregation over q
network of symmelrical social relations. Distributional problems are explored
and two kinds of applications are illustrated.
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he word segregation is widely used both in everyday

conversation and in the discourse of the social sciences.
Many social scientists talk about segregation in the same loose
intuitive sense that characterizes its use in ordinary discourse
(Berry, 1958; van den Berghe, 1960; Tillman, 1961; Clark, 1965,
van der Zanden, 1972; Hunt and Walker, 1974; Rose, 1974: Berry
et al., 1976). Others, however, have attempted to explicate its
meaning and to specify precise conditions for its use by
dewveloping measures of segregation (Hornseth, 1947; Williams,
1948; Jahn et al., 1948; Jahn, 1950; Cowgill and Cowgill, 1951;
Bell, 1954; Duncan and Duncan, 1955; Cowgill, 1956; Bell and
Willis, 1957; Taeuber, 1965; Campbell, et al., 1966; Beauchamp,
1966; Freeman and Sunshine, 1970; Schelling, 1971).

It is obvious that much is to be gained by developing measures
of segregation. The use of measures, in contrast to the use of
intuitive natural language statements, provides explicit rules that
Facilitate precise thought and communication about segregation.
M oreover, the existence of measures permits the systematic
collection and assessment of data.

On the other hand, the existence of precise measures tends to
‘freeze” data collection and analysis into a more or less
sta ndardized mold. Thisis certainly the case withsegregation. The
sort of segregation that has been studied empirically using the
various measures has very little to do with the phenomenon
described by those who have worked intuitively in the natural
anguage (Duncan and Duncan, 1955; Freeman and Sunshine,
[ 970; Schelling, 1971).
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