SOCIAL NETWORK ANALYSIS. [This entry comprises
two articles: Definition and History and Concepls, Ap-
plications, and Methods. |

Definition and History

Social network analysis is an interdisciplinary behav-
ioral science specialty. [t is grounded in the observation
that social actors are interdependent and that the links
among them have important consequences for every
Individual. For example, links among actors permit the
flow of material goods, information. affect. power. in-
fluence, social support. and social control. They provide
individuals with opportunities and. at the same time,
potential constraints on their behavier.

Social network analysis involves theorizing. model
building and empirical rescarch focused on uncovering
the patterning of links among actors. It is concerned
also with uncovering the antecedents and conse-
quences of recurrent patterns, [ts roots can be found
in the work of a psychiatrist, ]. L. Moreno (Whe Shall
Survive?, 1934). who introduced the approach called so-
clometry, and that of A.R. Radeliffe-Brown, a British






